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Rationale

In most schools there are pupils who may need to take medication during school hours for long or short term medical needs, or in emergency situations.

The most common ailments suffered by pupils are asthma, epilepsy and diabetes.  Anaphylaxis and extreme allergic reactions to certain foods, such as nuts, fish and dairy products, is on the increase.  Staff are therefore being increasingly called to administer medication to pupils.  Although staffs’ conditions of employment do not include giving medication or supervising a pupil taking it, staff may volunteer to do this.  

Roles and Responsibilities

The prime responsibility for a pupil’s health rests with the parent/guardian. To enable pupils requiring medication to participate as fully as possible in school activities the school agrees to assist a child with medical needs, provided written permission from the parent/guardian is given, stating-

· the child’s name

· name of medicine

· dosage

· time to be administered

Under no circumstances will medication be given without written permission.

No pupil is permitted to keep medicines in their school bag, other than an inhaler.  Parents are required to inform the school if their child needs an inhaler.  Asthma inhalers, if needed will be kept labelled with the pupil’s name in his/her school bag and should be available for use during the school day if necessary.

Emergency Procedures

· All staff should know how to call the emergency services.

Storage of medication

Some medicines may be harmful to anyone for whom they are not prescribed.  

Schools must ensure that:

· The medicine container is labelled with the name of the pupil, dose and frequency of administration and any expiry date;

· Where a pupil requires two or more medicines, these should be kept in their original container and never transferred to another container;

· Medicines are kept in the classroom store or in an appropriate place, e.g. fridge;

· The trained staff and pupil know where the medicines are stored;

· A regular check is made to ensure that a medicine is not out of date, e.g. epi-pen.

School Trips 

Sometimes the school may need to take additional safety measures for outside visits.  Arrangements for taking any necessary medication will also need to be taken into consideration.

Staff supervising excursions should always be aware of any medical needs and relevant emergency procedures.  Sometimes an additional supervisor or parent might accompany a particular pupil.

Monitoring and Review

This policy will be monitored regularly by the Principal and will be reviewed if necessary.

